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Introduction 6

SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Intense interest in certain things can give place to indifference
towards the same things. Men, who had a hobby of collecting
stamps or curios, lrave been known to lose interest in such hobby
and to wonder how they could have been so thoroughly absorbed in so
useless and futile a pursuit. Men, who play cards, are absorbed in
the game. Some of them are more absorbed in the game when
they play for money. From this close absorption, a man is imme-
diately brought to a world of greater reality, . when he learns that
the car, that was catrying his wife and children, had met with an
accident. A man with a severe headache would have no interest
in jokes or even in juicy scandals. By the very standards of those,
who live on the material plane and in the material world, it can
hardly be denied that there are some things more absorbing and
more important than others. In human psychology on the very
lowest planes there are mental changes. Criminals, who have been
made warders, men who are selected or elected, men who hold
office, men who become trustees, and men who go and work in a
representative capacity, do as a matter of fact adapt themselves
mentally to their new station and behave on the whole in a superior
manner. The change evokes qualities, which they themselves often
did not suspect. Could it be said then that, when enlightenment
dawns and when the mystery of existence unfolds itself and gives
the clue, however dimly, that the real self is not the body, but
the Soul, whose laws and conditions are different from that of the
body, there would be no change in consciousness ? Most sages
do not disclose their spiritual developments. In fact they are
enjoying them and they behave outwardly in all respects exactly
as the others behave. Spiritual life is one’s own individual affair.
It shows itself not in words, but in actions. The accused, the judge
and the tribunal are all the same. It is a matter of self-examination
and self-analysis. The ordinary machinery of the mind is controlled
and directed towards constantly higher and higher purposes. This
is done by a consciousness superior to the mind, by the awakening
of the Self. It is further true that there is a lot of mystery and
charlatancy about it, but it is the proper path. It is the path, along
which the torch of knowledge has been handed down from age to
age and is still kept burning. It is the path, which produces selfless
and enlightened men to sustain the life of the world. Why should
these sceptics and cynics then turn round and express a doubt that
spiritual awakening would weaken one’s interest in worldly pursuits,
and render more real and more important progress and development
in the spiritual path ?

In those, to whom the call of a still greater reality comes in
the form of spiritual consciousness, a similar change takes place.
The pursuit of worldly success, wealth and enjoyment, in which
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GITA EXPLAINED

Dnyaneshwar Maharaj
Introduction to the Second Editio\n '

On human problems what was said in the Introduction to the
first edition in February, 1932 (pp. 27/28) would make very inte-
resting reading. The human world is in great trouble. The states-
men of the world are still talking of ¢ civilisation’ and the possibility
of its being destroyed. This is the result of the abandonment, in
the dealings of different groups of human beings with one another,
of the tenets of all the moral teachers of mankind. No good man
has ever lived on this globe and preached anything, who has not
preached kindness, consideration of humanity and fairness in the
dealings with others. Europe, for the last three centuries in her
dealings with the people of the five continents, has shown an
adherence to greed and cruelty and to the use of force. The states of
Europe are now adopting towards each other exactly the rule of
the jungle, which they adopted towards peoples in the five conti-
nents of the world, and they are bent upon total war or complete
destruction. On the material plane, on which life has been lived,
statesmanship has been bankrupt, and the organization and comduct
of human society has failed. It is in times of such cataclysm that
thoughtful men turn for guidance inwards. They realise that the
fruits of violence are bitter, that the triumphs are short-lived, that
the success is empty, and that the greatest good of the greatest
number cannot be achieved thus. The Indian mind deriving inspi-
ration from Indian tradition, sees that there can be no lasting peace,
and the best qualities, which ennoble humanity, cannot be brought
to the surface until greed and injustice are eliminated, until arti-
ficial barriers of race and colour are demolished and until the claims
of common humanity are acknowledged as supreme. It is the
sovereignty of the divine law, which has to be enthroned, and the
first principle of that law is what was preached in the Sermon on
the Mount and what is instinct and living in every page of the
Gita as explained by Dnaneshwara Maharaj.

The translator does not consider himself a proper guide for those,
who have set out on the path of spiritual development. But he has
something to say to those, who are sceptics and unbelievers.
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